
Discover the Crystal advantage:
3 customer success stories

These three international customers are using Esko Crystal, technology for flexo plate making 
to improve the quality, consistency and overall productivity of their businesses.

Read on to discover the Crystal advantage



One of Europe’s leading prepress specialists, 
Athena Graphics is an international family owned 
business. Founded in 1991, this dynamic pre-
press company operates out of its Belgian head-
quarters with 200 employees and two produc-
tion facilities; in France and The Netherlands. 

Working with Esko, Athena Graphics wanted to 
enhance its plate quality and expand its plate-
making production capacity. The solution was 
an investment in XPS Crystal 5080. Patented 
LED UV light technology in the innovative XPS 
Crystal allows precise and simultaneous back 
and main exposure. Unlike the fluctuating output 
of lightbulbs in other UV frames, the UV LEDs 
in the XPS Crystal emit consistent radiation. UV 
LEDs don’t need to warm-up either. 

The result? Unprecedented plate quality and 
more capacity on its three digital imagers. 
And because of the simultaneous front and 
back exposure, in addition to the consistent 
light source, the XPS Crystal yields plates with 
unmatched relief, image consistency and per-
fectly formed flat-top dots.

For over eighty years, Argentina based f lexo 
specialist, Fotograbados Longo S.A., has worked 
with the latest technologies to achieve the best 
quality at everything it does. Over time Longo 
has equipped itself with a range of hardware 
and software solutions from Esko. 

Longo offers its customers tailored services 
and solutions for packaging production; from 
packaging concept to  printing and post-press 
analysis and today has three Esko CDI imagers 
installed for f lexo plate making. 

All three units are equipped with Crystal screen-
ing and high definition Pixel+ optics. With Pixel+, 
Longo customers achieve optimal print results 
with flat top dot plates from a variety of suppli-
ers, such as DuPont, McDermid, and Flint. To 
complement the range of CDI plate imagers, 
Longo invested in the Esko XPS Crystal plate 
exposure technology.

The benefit was a leap forward in quality. The 
XPS Crystal, with Crystal screening technol-
ogy, generates flexo plates of superb quality. 
Consequently, print quality has improved and 
remains consistent throughout the entire print 
production. Longo also attests that machine 
setup time has reduced considerably enhancing 
production efficiency and helping the company 
to meet customer demand for a fast turnaround. 

 � With Crystal screening we 
take substrate, ink, anilox 
and other print parameters 
into consideration to create 
tailored plates for our 
delighted customers. 
Sebastian Longo, President, 
Fotograbados Longo, Argentina

 � With the investment in the 
XPS Crystal we now have 
more capacity on our three 
CDIs and we can make the 
plates to higher quality 
standards because now 
we can give front and back 
exposure simultaneously.
Ignace Cosaert, Managing Director,  
Athena Graphics, Belgium



Artes Graficas Parera is a successful design and 
prepress tradeshop based in Spain. The company 
was founded in 1960 and has a dedicated team 
of 12 people. The Parera team always aspires 
to be the best in what it does. So offering cus-
tomers f lexo plates of the highest standard 
comes naturally to this print service provider.

Parera already works with an Esko CDI Spark 
plate imager and is very satisfied with its results. 
A new investment in Esko’s most innovative 
plate production solution was obvious. The 
CDI Crystal 4835 XPS is an intuitive f lexo plate 
processing solution.

The high level of automation simplif ies plate 
making to the extent that an operator needs 
just one hour of training. Once a plate has 
been imaged in the CDI, the system automati-
cally moves the plate to the next workflow step 
through the XPS exposure device. This makes 
the CDI Crystal XPS configuration the ultimate 
push-button plate production solution.

Thanks to the new CDI Crystal XPS configuration 
Parera produces top-quality f lexo plates that 
yield exceptional print quality for the customer. 

The simultaneous back and front exposure 
guarantees that the floor of the plates are cor-
rect and uniform and plate production is very 
intuitive since all the tech specs of the different 
plate types are preconfigured in the system.

Discover the Esko 
Crystal advantage 
Investing in Crystal technology provides a competitive advantage 
in production quality and efficiency to drive high performance 
across your business. Next generation plate imaging and exposure 
combined with a range of Esko software solutions to drive pro-
ductivity across the prepress workflow make Esko the only choice.

 � Now operators only need 
to grab the plate they need, 
knowing it is certified and 
the specs are already pre-
configured. This made 
everything more intuitive.
Marc Parera, 
Artes Graficas Parera, Spain

Talk to us

https://www.esko.com/en/company/contact/contact-us 


About Esko
Esko, a Danaher company, is a global provider of integrated 
software and hardware solutions that digitize, automate 
and connect the go-to-market process of consumer goods.  
Esko connects people, processes and tools to meet the 
needs of global brands and the people who trust them.  

Esko customers bring consumer products to life with 
accuracy, efficiency and speed. Packaging for 9 out of 10 
major brands is produced by Esko customers today. 

Headquartered in Gent, Belgium, Esko employs 1800 people 
worldwide with a unique focus on the packaging sector. 

To find out more, please visit www.esko.com

www.esko.com
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