
How to choose the 
perfect cutting table



7 questions to ask yourself

Manufacturers of signage, displays, 
packaging and cut materials are con-
fronted with an increasing amount of 
small batch production runs. Companies 
in this business continuously need to 
engage the consumer with appealing, 
customized, seasonal or even person-
alized messages.

A digital cutting table is the answer 
to this need for short run production.

But what digital cutting table do you 
need?

Ask yourself these seven 
questions.

1. What do I want to produce?
2. What materials am I using?
3. Does size matter?
4. How fast is my digital press?
5. Is it easy to find skilled operators?
6. How can I avoid bottlenecks?
7. How important is good service close by?



1. What do I want to produce?

The type of jobs you produce is cru-
cial in determining which table is 
ideal for you:

 • Are you producing samples? 
 • Or are you a display or corrugated 

converter? 
 • Are you cutting printed or blank 

material? 
 • Are your customers willing to pay for 

speed or for impeccable quality? Or 
do they need both?

The needs of a folding carton converter 
are not the same as the needs of a copy 
shop looking to offer personalized and 
custom shaped printed products.

Go for versatility

If you’re looking for a cutting table to 
produce samples, you’ll value a machine 
that combines a short set-up time with 
quality. 

If you’re cutting and routing unprinted 
materials, you want a perfect balance 
between impeccable quality and high 
speed.

If you’re producing advanced signage 
and marketing displays, you’ll want a 
cutting table that is up to the task and 
delivers profitable throughput without 
sacrificing quality.

 � [With Kongsberg, there are] less jobs 
having to be sent out to be finished by 
outside suppliers – [this] saves time cutting 
jobs down. For example, jobs that would 
normally take hours to finish now take 
minutes.

— ALLAN GRAHAM, PRE-PRESS / ARTWORK 

MANAGER, UK.COM



2. What materials am I using?

Impress potential customers with qual-
ity finishing on even the most demand-
ing materials.

Whether you are cutting blank material, 
or focus on sign and display production, 
it is essential that your digital cutting 
table can handle the widest range of 
materials possible.

Only a versatile table with the neces-
sary tools will be up to the task.

Choose smart tool setup

And it’s not just the number of available 
tools that counts. A fast and smooth tool 
exchange is equally important. State of 
the art cutting tables ‘know’ what tools 
they are working with, and measure 
how thick the material is, eliminating 
possible cutting mistakes.

The main reasons to invest in a Kongsberg Digital Finishing table

TechValidate survey of 55 users of Esko. Sample comprised of CEO / General Managers. Published: Jun. 14, 2017 TVID: D6B-2FF-7BA

Able to handle a wide range of materials

Robustness of the Kongsberg table

Superior finishing quality

84%

64%

42%

 � Thanks to ESKO, we are able to offer a wide range of materials, thereby gaining a great 
market advantage and gaining new markets. We were also able to win several new 
customers thanks to the diversity.

— BEAT STAUDACHER-KNUSEL, CEO (CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER) / GENERAL MANAGER, 

STAUDACHER OFFSETDRUCK



3. Does size matter?

If you are cutting printed materials, then 
the size of the cutting table depends 
on your digital press. Are you printing 
wide format or narrow format media? 
Sheet fed or on rolls, or both?

If you’re cutting or routing blank mate-
rial, the size of the cutting table will 
depend on the maximum size of the 
material you are working with.

The perfect cutting table fits your setup. 
Digital cutting tables come in a wide 
range of sizes and there is one for every 
application.

 � Esko has helped our team transition 
into a whole new world of products 
and capabilities. Esko has seen us as 
a partner in this evolution rather than 
just a customer.

— BEN KOEHLER, DIRECTOR - OPERA-

TIONS, GRAPHIC IMAGE



4. How fast is my digital press?

Are you cutting printed material and do 
you have a high-end digital press with 
an impressive throughput? 

Make sure your digital cutter can keep 
up with its speed and doesn’t become 
a bottleneck in your production.

Maximize throughput

The throughput of the cutting table 
consists of the number of jobs per day, 
the average number of sheets per job 
and the set-up time for every job.

Cutting tables can be equipped with an 
automatic feeder, for feeding sheeted 
materials onto the cutting table, and 
a roll feeder for feeding rolls onto the 
table, and/or with an automatic output 
stacker, for stacking finished pieces. 

Once set up, the machine can run unat-
tended freeing up the operator to do 
other work.

Go even faster with a robot

Kongsberg cutting tables can be com-
bined with a robotics setup. The robotic 
arm loads new and offloads finished 
material, in perfect sync with the table.

After the acquisition of the latest gen-
eration HP Scitex digital printer, Car-
tonéo also invested in a Kongsberg C66 
cutting table with robotic automation.

Edmon Perrier, CEO, said: “The integra-
tion of this digital line into our conven-
tional f leet is truly revolutionary. We 
are now able to enter and capture new 
markets and new customers in different 
sectors. Automation was key to Carto-
neo’s project from the outset and in 
the short term the aim is to introduce 
robotics making the Esko Kongsberg C66 
stand alone and remotely programmed.”

96% of Large Format Printers agreed with 
the following statement:

 � My Kongsberg table enables me to deliver 
faster to my customers. 96%

Source: TechValidate survey of 136 users of Esko Published: Jun. 30, 2017  
TVID: 47F-58A-695



How easy is it to hire, train and retain 
an operator to manage your table 
production?

Esko’s Kongsberg tables use ‘Shared 
Re s ource s ’  te chno log y.  Share d 
Resources analyses the incoming cut 
f ile and automates table set up and 
tool choices, according to parameters 
decided by the operators.

Share knowledge

These parameters are a valuable asset to 
your company. All knowledge is shared 
and automated. All your operators now 
have access to the perfect way of cutting 
materials and applications. That means 
that new or less experienced operators 
will work independently much faster.

5. Is it easy to find skilled operators?l

 � I have been able to double the amount of production output with our Kongsberg cutting 
table. I have brought in someone to run the table and they had no previous experience 
in printing or finishing and they are able to finish double the amount of work of one of 
our experienced finishers with very little training.

— PRODUCTION MANAGER, SMALL BUSINESS PROFESSIONAL SERVICES COMPANY



6. How to avoid bottlenecks?

Having a fast cutting table is not enough. 
Have you considered eliminating all the 
waste from your complete workflow? 

You can eliminate errors, save time 
and reduce waste with preproduction 
software targeted specifically at users 
of large format digital printers and/or 
digital finishing systems.

Streamline preproduction

Preflighting PDF files, preparing graph-
ics, generating cutting paths, creating 
layouts, printing and finishing in per-
fect registration, it is all possible with 

dedicated software that seamlessly 
integrates with your press and/or cut-
ting table.

Get rid of waste throughout 
your workflow

Are you sure you’ve eliminated all the 
bottle necks and reduced the set-up 
times throughout your workflow? From 
file prep all the way to cutting and ship-
ping, there are many steps in your work-
flow that can be optimized.

 � Esko’s workflow software and finishing solutions have improved our operational 
performance significantly. Speed and quality have increased, pre-press and finishing 
bottlenecks are reduced which has ultimately improved our service offering to our 
customers and given us a huge advantage over our competitors.

— BRAD CANDY, OPERATIONS DIRECTOR, OCTINK



 

Esko solutions are mission critical in 
production environments around the 
globe and around the clock.

With +500 qualified service engineers, 
we have the biggest team in the market 
to help improve customer processes 
and to guarantee maximal uptime and 
performance.

Customer Services

For a maximum uptime, it is essential 
that Esko customers can rely on fast 
and continuous

customer suppor t in their native 
language. 

Esko’s experienced support network 
is second to none in the industry. Its 
skilled staf f helps resolve technical 
soft- and hardware issues in the fast-
est possible way.

7. How important is good service close by?
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www.esko.com

Belgium Kortrijksesteenweg 1095, 9051 Gent | Tel. +32 9 216 92 11 | info.eur@esko.com

USA 8535 Gander Creek Drive, Miamisburg, OH 45342 | Tel. +1 937 454 1721 | info.usa@esko.com

Brasil Rua Professor Aprígio Gonzaga, 78, 10º andar - São Paulo, SP, 04303-000 | Tel. +55 11 5078 1311 | info.la@esko.com

Singapore 8 Changi Business Park Ave 1, UE BizHub East #07–51, South Tower, 486018 | Tel. +65 6420 0399 | info.asp@esko.com

Japan Telecom Center Building, West Wing 6F, 2-5-10, Aomi, Koto-ku, Tokyo, 135-0064 | Tel. +81 (3) 5579 6247

China Floor 6, Building 1, 518 Fuquan North Road, Changning District, Shanghai, P.R.C, Zip Code: 200335 | Tel. +86 21 3279 6555 | info.china@esko.com

U
S

Want to know more?

If you are looking for the perfect digital 
cutting table, have a look at Esko’s line 
of Kongsberg cutting tables and visit 
esko.com/kongsberg.

Kongsberg X series: 
limitless versatility 

Kongsberg X series offers limitless ver-
satility. Whether you focus on signage, 
packaging or displays, the Kongsberg 
X series makes sure you never have to 
say no to a finishing job, now, and in 
the future.

Kongsberg C series: 
performance, 24/7

Kongsberg C series stands for perfor-
mance, 24/7. The wide format Kongs-
berg C is designed to keep up with the 
faster, wider digital printers of today 
and tomorrow.

More than just cutting 
tables!

The Kongsberg cutting tables are the 
table of choice for sample makers, con-
verters and producers of signage and 
displays.

But, those companies also benefit from 

 • A wide range of feeders and stackers 
to complement the cutting tables

 • A fully integrated software solution 
that reduces waste in the complete 
workflow, from file prep, over cutting 
to shipping

mailto:info.la@esko.com
mailto:info.china@esko.com

