
10 reasons to choose an  
Esko flexo imager
Find out why the Esko CDIs are the world’s leading flexo imagers
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You can choose and configure an Esko CDI 
imager to match your current production 
needs, and expand capabilities as your busi-
ness grows. That way you’ll always be ready 
for the future. 

From narrow web labels to super wide cor-
rugated sheets: the CDI can accommodate 
all plate sizes. 

By the way: imaging flexo sleeves of all sizes 
can only be done with an Esko CDI. 
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Choosing for a CDI flexo imager gives you 
the freedom to work with any digital flexo 
plate vendor of your choice.

The CDI delivers the quality your application 
needs, on most brands of digital flexo and 
letterpress plates. 

This freedom allows for a cost efficient flexo 
production: you choose what plates you 
want to work with for the application you 
print on.

2. Any plate
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Flexo printing can now effectively compete 
with offset for quality labels and with gravure 
for flexible packaging, thanks to Esko’s HD 
Flexo and Full HD Flexo. These flexo imaging 
solutions have become the global standard 
for the highest quality and consistency in 
flexo printing. 

HD Flexo and Full HD Flexo bring benefits for 
all applications: labels, flexible packaging or 
corrugated. 

Introducing Crystal screening technology: 
optimized screening solution for stable and 
repeatable print quality on press.

3. Highest quality print results

Vibrant colors

Natural image 
reproduction

Solid colors, 
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homogenity

Strong colors 
in contrast with 

light tones
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Hardware is only as good as the files that are 
being imaged. That’s why Esko has dedicated 
software for flexo prepress, built on years of 
expertise.

 • Prepress editors on Mac and PC help 
you with getting packaging and label jobs 
print ready.

 • Plug-ins for Adobe® Photoshop® allow 
you to visualize flexo plates on screen, 
check highlight breaks, avoid scum dots, 
automatically correct images for flexo.

 • Workflow automation allows you to 
work faster, with more control.

 • And you can reduce waste with 
dedicated software that helps you 
get the absolute maximum out of every  
flexo plate.

4. Dedicated flexo prepress software
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With Device Manager, the prepress depart-
ment has all the necessary information to 
prioritize and organize plate making queues 
to produce the right plate at the right time. 

 • Reduced complexity in the plate making 
room

 • Makes production planning transparent 
and controlled

 • Simplifies reporting and analytics

Esko’s Automation Engine puts the prepress 
department in the driving seat. The new 
automated flexo platemaking module allows 
running a fully automated workflow. Prepare 
.LEN files automatically for plate making. 

The Platemaking module removes the need 
to manually crop and extend .LEN files, it 
also adds QC files, and the Kongsberg table 
cut path for non-staggered files.

5. Take control of the 
plate making room 



 | 8

Simplification through automation
The CDI Crystal XPS combines plate imaging 
and exposing into one single operation.

This solution drastically reduces
 • operator intervention time by 73%,
 • errors 50% less plate waste,
 • manual steps by 50%

Improving consistency with 
patented UV LED exposure

The innovative XPS Crystal exposure  
device produces flexo plates of the highest 
consistency and quality thanks to the use of 
UV LEDs.

Integration and automation 
for full productivity

Exposing flexo plates with the XPS Crystal 
parallel to imaging plates on the CDI Crystal, 
maximizes your throughput.

6. Simplified plate making through automation
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7. Award winning solutions

The innovative XPS Crystal 5080 exposure 
unit was granted the prestigious 2017 FTA 
Technical Innovation Award in the Prepress 
Graphics category.

In addition, over 70% of all FTA award appli-
cants are Esko customers who work with a 
CDI or flexo solutions. So were five out of the 
six winners of the Best of Show FTA Excel-
lence in Flexography Awards.

The CDI Crystal 5080 XPS flexo platemaking 
solution received a Red Dot Award for 
Product Design 2017. 

The judges found the modern design, out-
standing ergonomics, ease of use and inno-
vation to fully address customer require-
ments in today’s demanding flexo industry.
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With an Esko CDI, you can image plates and 
sleeves for virtually any kind of flexo or let-
terpress application. 

8. More than just flexo applications

Digital  
silk screen

Wet or  
waterless offset

Conventional  
flexo plate

Flat silk screen

Digital  
Letterpress

Digital Film

Digital flexo
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Solution Services
Esko’s Solution Services team helps you take 
cost out of processes, raise productivity and 
improve the quality of your output. Our team 
of experienced Solution Architects provides 
business and technical expertise adapted to 
your requirements.

Invest on your scale
Investing in your future is not something you 
go about lightly. Esko has set up to assist 
with all-in financing solutions for your hard-
ware and software investments. 

Esko Finance offers a wide range of flexible 
financing solutions and allows freedom to 
choose the best fit financing model.

Customer Services
To make sure our customers have a max-
imum uptime, we built a vast global service 
network so your company can rely on fast 
and continuous customer support in your 
language. 

Esko Academy
Professional training enhances the skills of 
your employees, increases productivity and 
positively impacts the return on your invest-
ment. The Esko Academy offers a wide and 
diverse range of training sessions to achieve 
these goals.

9. Global support presence 
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 � We want to be able to compete at 
the forefront of gravure quality with 
flexographic plate making. The highly 
automated process of the CDI Crystal 
5080 XPS will enable us to do that. We 
are always looking for ways to reduce 
human error that benefit the whole 
operation as well as shortening our 
production cycle time.

Vincenzo Consalvo
CEO and Owner

Inci.Flex, Italy 

 � In our opinion, UV main and back 
exposure in one unit represents a 
milestone in flexographic plate making. 
It improves plate exposure quality 
and ensures extremely consistent 
flexographic plates.

Manfred Schrattenthaler, 
Managing Director

Glatz Klischee

 � With the investment in the new large-
format CDI Spark 5080 we can now 
meet demand for flexible and cardboard 
packaging and films, labels, POS etc – and 
all in high definition and at high speed.

Franck Nivard
Managing Director
Flexocolor, France

10. Favored by the world’s leading flexo print 
service providers and converters

 � We chose to add a new Esko CDI Spark 
5080 to accommodate the needs of our 
growing business as the primary supplier 
of flexo plates for the Brazilian market. 

Alexsandro Pires
Technical Manager

Clicheria Blumenau, Brazil

 � We see the CDI Spark 4260 as the 
industry standard. It allows us to make 
high definition plates on any material 
and in-house. We are not locked into 
one brand of plate.

Steve Barron
General Manager

David Simpson Graphics, Australia

 � If you want to stay ahead of the 
competition, you have to stay ahead with 
your technology. Esko has demonstrated 
that the CDI is definitely the best imager 
to invest in. As far as we’re concerned, 
with our Esko system Creative Labels is 
printing tomorrow’s flexo today!

Dave Nosker
CEO

Creative Labels, USA
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Today, Esko can rely on decades of  
experience and expertise. Its software and 
hardware for flexo plate imaging are the 
leading standard in the industry. 

Esko pioneered digital flexo imaging 
since over 20 years, and has continuously  
innovated and improved the process. 

 | How can we help you?

Contact a flexo specialist on  
info.eur@esko.com, or visit  
www.esko.com/flexo for more 
information.

www.esko.com

mailto:info.eur%40esko.com?subject=
http://www.esko.com/flexo
http://www.esko.com
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